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acters, with the possible and not offensive exceptions of
the good highwayman Martin, Lady Griskin," and one
or two others, enjoy this unwonted heat and light of
conception and execution.
The description of places and scenes is no longer, as it
too often is earlier, either academic or caricatured. The
old ill-temper (it was never exactly misanthropy), though
something like it breaks out now and then, is mellowed
to good-natured satire. The adventures adjust them-
selves to the actual visible chances of life, and are
neither improbable nor brutal. The famous and often-
quoted paradox about " the soul's dark mansion battered
and decayed" never fulfilled itself quite so well as
here; The "chinks that Time had made" in
Smollett's rather case-hardened mind and temper did
indeed " let in new light/' Perhaps the final months,
of which we know so little, were spent at Lucca and
Leghorn more happily and in less pain, though in more
danger, than those earlier ones at Nice and elsewhere,
which brought about the jaundiced record of the
Travels. Perhaps that " calmed and calming mens
adtpta" of which the obscurest but not the least great
of the Elizabethans speaks, had at last come to
Smollett; perhaps he actually enjoyed a sojourn in the
Land of Beulah before he crossed the river. At any-
rate, the ease, the geniality, the unforced and varied
merriment (if merriment be not perhaps rather too
violent a word) which the book displays, have never
escaped competent judges. There is nothing quite like
it in literature for a becoming leave-taking, for such a
peroration with such circumstance of felicitous display
of the best and happiest gifts of the orator.
As ^ven the slight parts display a freedom, a verve
which was often wanting earlier to the more elaborate,
so the sharper and harder touches exhibit a mellowness
not to be found earlier. It is very curious to remem-